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When Mussolini was rung up by Postiglione (1-1.30 in
the morning of the 2gth) he had already written the leading
article for the Popolo d'Italia of the sgth :
4 This is the position : a large part of Northern Italy is
in the hands of the fascists. The whole of central Italy,
Tuscany, Umbria, the Marches, Upper Latium is oc-
cupied by the blackshirts. Where they have not taken
the police stations and prefectures by storm the fascists
have occupied the stations and post-offices, the nerve
centres of the nation. . . . We have already won an
extensive victory. We are not going to spoil it by last-
minute coalitions. It was not worth while mobilizing
for the sake of making a deal with Salandra. The
government must be purely fascist. . . . Any other
solution must be turned clown. The people of Rome
must understand that the time has come to make an end
of pretentious formalities, which on less serious occasions
have been frequently disregarded. They must understand
that there is still time for an orthodox and constitutional
way out of the crisis to be found, though to-morrow it
may be too late. It is up to them to decide. Fascism
wants power and will get it!5
By the evening of the s8th Mussolini had begun to realize
that the first part of the fascist plan had succeeded almost
without a hitch, and that the cancelling of the decree of
martial law had delivered Rome and power into his hands.
In Rome the notion of a Salandra-Mussolini coalition was
still current, for several fascist chiefs such as De Vecchi and
Ciano, the king, the army leaders and the nationalists were
in favour of it. Mussolini would probably have accepted it
a few days before, and would have fallen back on it if the
telephone and answered for him : * A Salandra cabinet is no good, we must
have a Mussolini cabinet.* On the same evening (the 28th), however, the
Giornale d*Italia published the news that ' Mussolini has wired to Facta and
told him that he had attempted to get into touch with Salandra, but had not
succeeded ; that he had asked Facta to give Salandra a message on the
subject of the crisis, to the effect that he had no intention of joining a Salandra
cabinet and his friends would have nothing to do with any such arrangement
either. Mussolini added that he had a cabinet all ready; but he would not
leave for Rome until he saw a chance of carrying out his plan .* On the morning
of the agth, at seven o'clock, De Vecchi and Acerbo made another attempt to
draw Mussolini into the new coalition.